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1. SUMMARY. THE POST ELECTORAL ATMOSPHERE IS CALM BUT UNCERTAIN, 

AS CONSERVATIVES SEEM DETERMINED TO CHALLENGE BEPORE THE ELECTORAL 
COURT THE APPARENT AND SLENDER VICTORY OP LIBERAL CANDIDATE 
TURBAY IN THE JUNE 4 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. IT IS NOT CLEAR HOW 
LONG THIS PROCESS MIGHT TAKE. ALTHOUGH THE PINAL VERDICT WILL 
PROBABLY BE POR TURBAY, IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT PINDINGS OP 
SIGNIPICANT VOTING FRAUD IN HIS FAVOR COULD PRODUCE A RESULT IN 
PAVOR OP BETANCUR. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE POST ELECTORAL SITUATION ALTHOUGH CALM REMAINS SOMEWHAT 
UNCERTAIN AND CONTUSED, POLLOWING LIBERAL TURBAY'S VERY NARROW 
APPARENT VICTORY OVER CONSERVATIVE BETANCUR IN THE JUNE 4 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. BETANCUR HAS YET TO CONCEDE DEPEAT AND 

IT DOES NOT SEEM LIKELY NOW THAT HE WILL DO SO UNTIL THE 
ELECTORAL COURT ANNOUNCES THE OPFICIAL WINNER. IT IS NOT CLEAR 
HOW LONG THIS WILL TAKE, SINCE IT MAY INVOLVE THE INVESTIGATION 
OP CASES OP ALLEGED ELECTORAL FRAUD AND POSSIBLY A RECOUNT 
OP THE VOTES OP SEVERAL CONTESTED DISTRICTS. 
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3. AS OP JUNE 6 IT APPEARED THAT MOST CONSERVATIVES, IN PARTI- 
CULAR THE PARTY'S MAJORITY WING LED BY ALVARO GOMEZ, WERE MOVING 
TOWARD ACCEPTANCE OF A TURBAY VICTORY AT THE POLLS. EDITORIALS 

IN GOMEZ' EL SIGLO HAD BECOME MORE CONCILIATORY AND ALVARISTA 
CONSERVATIVES HAD EXPRESSED TO EMBASSY OPPICERS THEIR RESIGNATION 
TO BETANCUR'S DEFEAT. THEY WERE ASSISTED IN THIS BY A PROPITIATORY 
STATEMENT BY TURBAY ON JUNE 5 WHICH MADE EXPLICIT REFERENCE 
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TO THE "POLITICAL LACT" THAT THE CONSERVATIVES HAD OBTAINED "A 
NUMBER OE VOTES VERY CLOSE TO THAT WHICH ELECTED HIM." TURBAY 
COMMITTED HIMSELE TO A "BROAD AND ELEXIBLE" APPLICATION OF THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENT THAT THE RUNNER-UP PARTY RECEIVE 
"ADEQUATE AND EQUITABLE" REPRESENTATION IN THE GOVERNMENT (THIS 
REQUIREMENT GOES INTO EEEECT WITH THE INAUGURATION OE THE NEXT 
GOVERNMENT ON AUGUST 7, 1978). HE ALSO PROMISED TO CARRY OUT 
HIS PROGRAMS IN "CONSULTATION AND AGREEMENT" WITH THE CONSERVATIVES 
AND TO INITIATE TALKS WITH CONSERVATIVE LEADERS "AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE." TURBAY POINTED OUT THAT THIS APPROACH IS EULLY IN 
KEEPING WITH HIS "MODERATE TEMPERAMENT" AND HIS "WILLINGNESS TO 
COMPROMISE." 

4. GOMEZ AND HIS FELLOW MODERATES, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED 
EOR THEIR "GIVEAWAY" POSITION BY IMPORTANT MEMBERS OE HIS OWN WING 
OE THE PARTY, AS WELL AS BY THE PASTRANA PACTION AND THOSE ELEMENTS 
OP THE ANAPO WHICH SUPPORTED BETANCUR. THESE LATTER CLAIM TO 
KNOW OP INSTANCES OF FRAUD OR SIMPLE ERROR WHICH WHEN CORRECTED 
COULD ALTER THE ELECTORAL VERDICT IN PAVOR OP BETANCUR. MEANWHILE, 
NATIONAL REGISTRAR AYERBE CHAUX REMINDED THE NATION ON lUNE 6 
THAT ONLY THE ELECTORAL COURT COULD PROCLAIM THE OPFICIAL WINNER. 

5. THE LATEST OPPICIAL RESULTS HAVE TURBAY LEADING BY AROUND 
86,000 VOTES, WITH SOME 3 PERCENT OP THE TOWNSHIPS STILL TO BE 
REPORTED. THUS, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TURBAY'S LEAD COULD SLIP EVEN 
PURTHER. ALL SIDES ARE REMAINING CALM, HOWEVER, PENDING A 
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DECISION BY THE ELECTORAL COURT, TEH TIMING OP WHICH NO 

ONE CAN PREDICT. ANOTHER UNCERTAINTY IS HOW THE EVENTUAL LOSERS 

WILL ACCEPT THE COURT'S VERDICT WHEN IT IS FINALLY RENDERED. 
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